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Up to this period the War Office had treated the
efforts of British aeroplane constructors as being beneath
their notice. I well remember about this time going
to the House of Commons, with a few other pioneer
aircraft constructors, with the object of meeting the
Secretary of State for War and placing before him our
views with reference to some support of our industry.
We were received by Mr. Haldane, who was Secretary
of State for War at that time, and after we had placed
our case before him we were replied to by Colonel
F. E. Seely (now Lord Mottistone), his secretary, who
spoke on his behalf, saying : " Gentlemen, much as
we would like to help you by placing orders, we regret
we cannot do this, as we are trustees of the public
purse, and we do not consider that aeroplanes will be
of any possible use for war purposes." This historic
statement may appear incredible to-day, but at that
time it well exemplified the general attitude of British
official circles towards the infant aviation industry.

When the War Office did eventually decide to make
purchases of aeroplanes, true to that stupid British
prejudice which has cost the country millions of pounds
and countless lives, they purchased French machines.
Major C. C. Turner wrote at that time in the Observer :
" I fear that few people realize what an exceedingly
good machine the " Avro " is. If it had been a French
production, the French Government would have
ordered scores of the type, and it is highly probable,
in that case, the British Government would have
patronized it. What Mr. Roe suffers from, no doubt,
is the fact that he was the first Englishman to achieve
flight in this country, and his early struggles are
remembered and are always coupled with his name,
whilst the continual advance he has made in design
during the last few years, culminating in the present
type, is ignored.'

However, at last the War Office asked us to quote for